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Above: “We all bunked in the same room and in the 
morning like a lot of schoolgirls we all sat on each 
other's bunks and discussed biological problems at a 
rate which to me was simply great.” 


“Flashlight interior of Barro Colorado Laboratory. W.M. 
Wheeler in cot eating his early banana. Freddy Burgess 
peering over his shoulder. Graham fast asleep and 
Nathan Banks’ feet.” 


Thanks are due to Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden for kindly 
granting permission to reproduce the cover of the field book and 
photos pertinent to the visit of Fairchild to Panama in 1924. 


Right: “Interior of Barro Colorado 
Laboratory. Dr. Nathan Banks 
foreground, Dr. W.M. Wheeler 
background. Preparing insect 
specimens in the early morning. 
Banks put up 3000 insects and 
Wheeler | don't know how many.” 


“The trails were swarming with 
interesting insects. Banks brought in 
about 3000 | judge and put them in 
bottles. He and Wheeler both say 
that the thing that amazed them was 
the extraordinary number of species 
represented by only a few 
individuals of a single kind. Whereas 
in the north you find myriads of 
individuals of the same species.” 


AUTHORS: Charlotte Elton!, Javier Francisco-Ortega* & Alicia Ibáñez! 
'CEASPA, 7Florida International University & Montgomery Botanical Center 


A stay on Barro Colorado Island in 1924: “It’s too exciting” 


The photos and texts shown are mainly unpublished, from the notes made by David Fairchild, legendary plant collector, 
responsible for the introduction to the USA of thousands of useful plants. Fairchild visited Panama for the third time in 
1924, spending two weeks on Barro Colorado Island (BCI). As Fairchild wrote from the S.S. Ulua of the United Fruit Co., 
on August 16t, “Before the remarkable impressions of the visit to Panama fade | want to jot some of them down even 
though | was so tired after each day of excitement that | couldn t do much note writing at the time.” 


He travelled with his 18-year-old son Alexander Graham Bell Fairchild (Sandy) and friend Freddy Burgess; on BCI were 
William Morton Wheeler and Nathan Banks from Harvard researching insects and spiders, and Curt Richter from John 
Hopkins University. “The play of intellectual interest was simply like the play of fireworks. Once and a while Wheeler 
would go and lie down saying: This is too exciting too exciting.” 


Left: “Fungus growing ant. David Fairchild, for 
W.M. Wheeler. Collected and arranged by W.M. 
Wheeler.” Two other of his photos of fungal 
gardens grown by leaf-cutting ants, put into 
petri dishes, that Fairchild took for Wheeler on 
BCI in1924 were published in an article by 
Wheeler in 1925. 


We include some of the handwritten notes on the back of the envelope of each negative. 


Below: “Graham Fairchild at the microscope 
table which | built under the laboratory. To the 
right is shown the end of the Long Tom 
Camera. It was near this camera end that | 
killed a Fer de Lance 3 feet long late one 
afternoon. This table was a delightful, cool spot 
and a wonderful work table.” 
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The Long Tom camera used in creating "The Book of Monsters" 
invented by David Fairchild. 


Right: “The Devil's Ant Tree, Bullhorn Acacia. Marajal jungle near France Field, Canal Zone. Of all the 
overgrown trees this is the outrageoust for not only is ita mass of horrible thorns, not only does it inhabit a 
swamp, but it encompasses through the production of its special leaf tip bodies of beastly stinging and 
biting ants to make its home in the thorns. Views of the leaf tips, thorns, trees and of W. Wheeler and 
James Zetek examining the trees on a memorable occasion.” 


Kimberly Green i Monrtcomery 
Latin American and +Y% 26 BOTANICAL 
Caribbean Center GPKA CENTER 


GREAT WHITE FLEET—UNITED FRUIT COMPANY 


S.S. Ulua 


w EA E 4 > 4%, ; x 

a G Pie Shika wince apg 
y SF o T = 

Py Soko eS a 

= Brn [OO i 

ee ae 

wl j X 
> 


ate f > 
G ee Sa et 
: e nA. a- R, r ALF ~y ¢ = x 

4? J ri TF: Sy ss ‘eae AES D . 

t fal J i o Sa T 
5 Sal, * > Weg ` REALS mvaa 7 

PR 4 ee q ` Ri nn 
? f + Ss men \ is m-s 


Left: This photo is the 
camera invented and 
made by David Fairchild 
for macrophotography, 
featured in his book 
written with his wife 
Marian Fairchild in1912, 
The Book of Monsters. 
He took it with him on the 
Panama trip in 1924, 
referring to it as the Long 
Tom Camera, “with which 
we tried to take photos of 
7 to 10 diameter 
enlargement’. Each 
photo took half an hour of 
trial and error to get the 
focus right, requiring one 
person under a black cloth 
at one end, and another 
making adjustments at the 
other. 


